
The Organic Harvester 

During the winter, the 
short days caused the 
chickens to slow down 
their egg production.  
Our flock of about 45 
mature hens were only 
producing about 12 eggs 
a day. After doing a little 
research, we decided to 
try adding a light on a 
timer in the morning 
and evening and now we 
are experiencing a much 
higher yield...40 eggs a 
day.  They  look terrific,  
have hard shells, firm 
yolks, and taste great.  

  

Please come by the farm for 
a visit and pick up a 6 -pack 
or two.  The eggs are lo-
cated in our seed room at 
the end of the tractor barn, 
which is behind the large 
plastic greenhouse.  There’s 
a sign saying “Fresh Eggs” 
next to the door. Simply 
write down how many eggs 
you are taking and leave the 
money in the box.  Eggs are 
$2.00 per half dozen – an 
excellent value for locally 
grown, naturally raised eggs.  
We noticed “The Country 
Hen” eggs selling for $2.69 
on our recent trip to the 
grocery store. 

Lots and Lots of Eggs! 
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Farm Happenings: 

• Seedlings  have 
started in the 
greenhouse 

• Organic Plant 
Sale  May 27th 
and 28th 

Joneve Moves On... 
Joneve Murphy, assistant farm man-
ager last season, has accepted the 
position as Market Garden Manager 
at Shelburne Farms in Burlington 
Vermont.  This is an excellent op-
portunity for her.  In her three year 
tenure at Green Meadows, she has 
gone from intern to assistant man-
ager.  We are going to miss her very 
much and wish her the best of luck 
in her new position.  To learn more 
about Shelburne Farms, visit 
www.shelburnefarms.org 

Green Meadows Farm 
650 Asbury Street 
South Hamilton, MA 01982 

Phone: 978-468-3720 
Email: gm@gmfarm.com 

Did you know that you 
can tell how fresh an 
egg is by how tight and 
round the yoke is when 
you crack it open?  The 
older the egg, the lar-
ger and flatter the yoke 
will be.  Also, older 
eggs have more of an 
air cell in them.  That’s 
why when you try to 
hard boil our eggs, they 
usually crack.  They are 
just too fresh!  Our 
eggs will keep in your 
refrigerator for well 
over a month. 

Membership retention 
has exceeded expecta-
tion and we have sev-
eral new members 
joining the movement. 
The crop plan for this 
season allows for 30 
more members so if 
you know someone 
who enjoys extremely 
fresh organic produce 
at wholesale prices, 
please send them our 
way. 

Andrew, Joanne Patton, Joneve Murphy (Left to right) 



Last spring, we lost thousands of broc-
coli plants to cutworms.  These noctur-
nal, evil grubs love cool temperatures 
and rain.  Andrew led several evening 
work parties to save our crop, but we 
still lost the first broccoli harvest.  Mrs. 
Patton’s daughter, Mother Margaret 
Georgina, suggested we try planting the 
broccoli inside toilet paper rolls.   

The cardboard acts as a barrier, prevent-
ing the cutworms from eating the plants.  
Please save your toilet paper and paper 
towel rolls for a good cause.  You can 
drop them off in the seed room and we’ll 
keep you updated on our progress against 
these lethal grubs. 

Needed:  Your Toilet Paper Rolls 

In the Greenhouse 

Phoebe Susanna is Born 

Many people ask what farmers do in the 
winter.  Well, in addition to tractor mainte-
nance, writing a crop plan, pruning blueber-
ries, ordering seeds and getting a little rest, 
Andrew and Diana welcomed a new addition 
to the farm.  Phoebe Susanna Rodgers was 
born on January 22nd, weighing in at 8lbs, 
3oz.  She was welcomed by big brother An-
son who recently turned two years old.  
She’s a very good baby and she’ll be seeing 
you all this summer at distribution.   

Photo Left: Re-skinning project 
with help from several local or-
ganic farmers. Every 4 years, the 
plastic cover on the greenhouse 
needs to be replaced. Many hands 
are needed to pull the two 
100’x30’ sheets of plastic over 
the frame. Farmers barter their 
labor for an understood in-kind 
return of help. Photo right: 90 
degrees and humid in the green-
house. Onions, beets, herbs, and 
flowers are already germinated in 
our oasis. Come by to see the 
young plants and warm up!   

“The care of the Earth is 
our most ancient and most 

worthy, and after all our 
most pleasing 

responsibility. To cherish 
what remains of it and to 

foster its renewal is our 
only hope. “  

- Wendell Berry  
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